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Lord Death wanted to lead the boy into the meshes
of the sensuous life were such that the entire kingdom
of mankind would have easily fallen a victim to them,
even if they are not openly invited to enjoy them !
That this boy resisted all these temptations and found
the strength for the same in his power of intellectual
discrimination between the Real and the false is an
occasion for Lord Death to cheer and applaud him,
for, rare indeed are such chances for a great Master
to have the blessings of meeting an equally great
student.

Nachiketas has been offered not only sons and
grandsons, all to live as centenarians, but music and
dance and even the free services of heavenly nymphs.
But all these were mere trifles and insignificant toys
to the matured spiritual personality in Nachiketas.

The word Sringam has been interpreted both as
'garland' and also as the 'path*. It may mean to
say that Lord Death is surprised at the sense of detach-
ment in Nachiketas as evidenced in his rejection of
the present of the jewelled garland or as evidenced
in his general disgust exhibited for walking the Path
of Wealth.*
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